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This Week in Congress

  

September 13, 2010

  

 

  

Dear Friend,

  

 

  

Welcome to “This Week in Congress.” Years ago, before air conditioning, Congress began a
practice of leaving Washington, D.C. each August to escape the summer heat. Since then, the
month of August has become a time when Senators and Representatives return to their states
to meet with folks back home.

  

 

  

Over the past few weeks, I have enjoyed visiting with Kansans at chamber of commerce events,
parades, Rotary Club meetings, county fairs, Kiwanis meetings, picnics, roundtable discussions
and county Farm Bureau annual meetings. I also toured hospitals and medical centers, an
ethanol plant, the VA Health Revenus Center, small businesses and McConnell Air Force base 
– 
just to name a few of my activities. I am grateful for the opportunity to return home during
August to spend more time with Kansans and to better understand issues most important to
them.
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Remembering the Tragic Events of September 11th 

  

 

  

Saturday marked the 9th anniversary of the September 11th attacks on New York City and
Washington, D.C. On this day, we remember the thousands of innocent Americans who lost
their lives in this cowardly act of violence, and the loved ones they left behind. We also
remember our men and women in uniform who continue to defend our country against acts of
terror at home and abroad, especially those who have made the ultimate sacrifice. As a
member of the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, I have worked hard to make sure our country
upholds the promises made to members of our military and their families. As our troops
continue to defend our country against terrorism, I pledge my continued support for our men
and women in uniform and will work to make sure our troops have the resources they need to
complete the mission. 

  

 

  

Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this
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Kansas State Fair Begins in Hutchinson            

  

 

  

The Kansas State Fair began Friday and will last through Sunday, September 19th. Each year, I
travel to Hutchinson to attend the fair and visit with some of the 350,000 people who attend. The
fair is the largest single event in our state and has been showcasing some of the best of Kansas
for more than 95 years. 

  

 

  

I began my day at the fair Saturday by attending the Kansas Farm Bureau Breakfast. I spoke to
Farm Bureau members and agricultural leaders from across the state about the importance of
farming and ranching to our state’s economy and way of life. The House and Senate Agriculture
Committees are already holding hearings to prepare to write a new farm bill, which establishes
the policies and programs for agriculture every five years. It is important that the bill be carefully
written to ensure that agriculture remains profitable so there is a next generation of farmers and
ranchers in our communities. Thanks to President Steve Baccus and all of the members of the
Farm Bureau for their warm hospitality. 

  

 

  

On Saturday, I also had the opportunity to speak with many Kansans as I visited different
booths and enjoyed the exhibits. These conversations are always helpful as they give me
direction for what to focus on in Washington, D.C. 

  

 

  

As in years past, I have a booth at the fair in the Pride of Kansas Building. Members of my staff
will be available each day of the fair to answer questions and provide information. I hope to see

 3 / 5



Congressman Jerry Moran's Newsletter 9-13-10

you and your family at the fair this year. Click here  to view photos from the fair. Click here  to
watch an interview I did with Janet West of Kiowa County for the Kiowa County Media Center. 
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     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     University of Kansas Cancer Center Benefit      On Friday, I was in Kansas City to attend the 9th annual Treads & Threads benefit at theKansas Speedway. This event benefits the University of Kansas Cancer Center and is one ofthe most successful philanthropic events in Kansas. Throughout the event’s history, Treads &Threads sponsors and guests have contributed nearly $4 million to enhance and expand care atthe Cancer Center. This year, proceeds will help purchase additional state-of-the-artcancer-fighting technology, and help hire a new staff member, who will help educate cancerpatients about the wide range of support services offered throughout their treatment andbeyond. Thanks to University of Kansas Hospital President and CEO Bob Page for hosting meat this most useful event.       Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Visiting with Kansans in Council Grove      On Wednesday, I visited the Tri-County Telephone (TCT) Association in Council Grove. Whilethere, I met with CEO Dale Jones and other employees to discuss the National BroadbandPlan, which was released by the Federal Communications Commission in March. There areconcerns that the proposed plan would considerably impact the funding formula of the UniversalService Fund, which is responsible for providing rural Americans access to telecommunicationsservices. Modifications to this fund, as described in the plan, will decrease the quality ofcommunications services available in rural America.       The House Energy and Commerce Committee plans to hold a hearing on Thursday, September16th, to discuss the Universal Service Fund Reform Act. Our way of life in Kansas is worthpreserving, and access to telecommunications services is an important component to ensuringKansas communities have an opportunity to succeed. Kansas businesses, schools, health carefacilities, farms and ranches deserve access to adequate service, which will help them makesmarter business decisions and improve their ability to compete in the global economy. Thanksto Dale and his team at TCT for providing me a better understanding of the work being done tooffer rural Kansans the latest technology.                  Afterwards, I spoke at the Council Grove Rotary Club. As a fellow Rotarian, I always enjoymeeting with other Rotarians. Thank you to Jason Frazier, current club president, and SteveWhite, current club vice-president, for introducing me at the meeting.      Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Now Accepting 2011 Service Academy Applications      I am now accepting applications for nominations to the United States Service Academies. Theacademies include the U.S. Military Academy in West Point, New York; the U.S. NavalAcademy in Annapolis, Maryland; the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colorado;and the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy in Kings Point, New York. Those selected will enter theacademies in June 2011.       If nominated, applicants must then meet the individual admission requirements of eachacademy. The academies will make the final decision on who receives an appointment ofadmission. Due to limited placement, I encourage all interested candidates to also apply to theoffices of U.S. Senators Sam Brownback and Pat Roberts.      Interested applicants should visit my website  or contact my Hutchinson office  for moreinformation. Applications are due to my Hutchinson office by November 1, 2010.       Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     In the Office      Several Kansans stopped by my office this week for a tour of the U.S. Capitol building. In for atour were Dan, Stephanie, Austin, Brian, Courtney, Ashley and Erin Jacobson of Overland Parkand Reid Petty and Roger Hays of Liberal.      Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Contact Me                  It is an honor to serve you in Washington, D.C. Please let me know how I can be of assistance.To send me an email, click here. You can also click here to contact me through one of myKansas offices or my Washington, D.C., office.       Very truly yours,      Jerry     
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